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the General Hospital and of the University, taking a
profound interest in both, and giving to them of his
best. Outside his professional work he had many
interests. A devoted and hard-working churchman,
he practised his religion without ostentation in his daily
life. In political and social matters he took an active
interest, and of general literature he was a diligent and
widely read student. At the University Graduates’
Club, of which he was twice president, he was a
regular attendant. In daily intercourse Malins bore
himself with quiet and unassuming courtesy. To
him came many honours, unsought, modestly accepted,
and sustained with dignity. Among them, the most
welcome to his local brethren and I think to himself,
was the highest in the power of the members of his
specialty to bestow, the presidency of the London
Obstetrical Society, to which office he was the first
provincial member to be elected. His presence and
example will be missed in many circles, and his place
will not readily be filled."
Sir Edward Malins, who was knighted in 1919,
and was a J.P. for the county of Warwick and for
the city of Birmingham, married, in 1869, Mary,
daughter of Edward Owen, C.E., by whom he had
five sons and one daughter.
DR. JOKICHI TAKAMINE.
Dr. Jokichi Takamine, the eminent Japanese
chemist, died in New York on July 22nd. Born at
Takaoka in 1854, Takamine was the grandson and
son of medical men, and he, too, was trained with a
view to the practice of medicine. His father had
studied in Holland under the Dutch school, but
appreciating the difficulty of the language he sent
his son early to the foreign settlement at Nagasaki,
and it was there that Takamine obtained a thorough
working knowledge of the English language. He
was one of the first graduates of the Imperial Univer-
sity -of Japan, and after taking his degree as Master
and Doctor of Technology some 45 years ago, he
was sent to this country, with 11 other students to
complete their studies, and was thus one of the first
fruits of the Japanese Renaissance. Takamine went
to Glasgow and commenced the study of the chemistry
of brewing under Prof. Penny at the old Andersonian
College, where he worked at mycelial ferments, which
ultimately led to the discovery of the amylolytic
substance now, and for many years, known as taka-
diastase. He became a Fellow of the Chemical Society.
Returning to Japan in 1881 he was put at the
head of the Department of Agriculture and Commerce.
Having married an American lady in 1887, he went
in 1890 to the United States, where he became asso-
ciated with Messrs. Parke, Davis and Co., and in his
laboratory at New York devoted himself to research
work. In 1898 he took up the search for the active
principle of the suprarenal gland, which was then being
studied by many physiological chemists in America
and Germany, notably among others by Abel of
Johns Hopkins, Aldrich of Detroit, and Otto von
Fiirth of Strasbourg. Takamine was fortunate in
being first in the field with adrenalin, which was
introduced to the medical profession in 1901 by
Messrs. Parke, Davis and Co. In addition to being
consulting chemist to this firm, he was the head of
the Takamine Laboratory, New York, and the
Takamine Ferment Co., and was associated with
Sankyo and Co. of Japan. His active career was
mainly spent in the United States, where he had great
political influence, being known in some circles as the
unofficial representative of Japan, but he was con-
stantly visiting his native country, in whose infant
chemical industries he took a paternal interest. He
also visited this country from time to time, and in
1901 he made a tour, in the course of which he
addressed large meetings of medical men in Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and elsewhere, on the chemistry and
therapeutics of suprarenal extract. Dr. Takamine
had a firm belief, to which he then gave expression,
in the r6le of medicine as a civilising force in Asiatic
countries.
Correspondence.
? CAUSE OF DEATH.
"Audi alteram partem."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I was called to give evidence in the following
case :-
A. M., aged 64, a bootmender, about 5 feet in height, went
to bed after expressing a feeling that he was going to have a
better night’s rest than usual. At 9 A.M. next day he was
found dead. The body was in a kneeling position on the
floor with the front of the neck resting in the loop of a
handkerchief which was hooked over the knob of the bed.
- E’c<e?’M6t< Appearances after Death.-Surface cold, no rigor
mortis, face pale. No froth at the mouth. Hands extended.
On the front of the neck there-was a pressure mark extending-
from ear to ear. There was no bruising or abrasion of the
skin.
Autopsy (about 38 hours after dcath).-The body was that.
of a small man fairly well nourished. It was rigid. The mark
on the neck was just visible. There was a scar of an incised
wound li inches in length above the pubes in the middle
line. In the centre of this was a fistula leading to the
bladder from which urine exuded on compression of the
abdomen. Thoracic viscera : No injury to trachea ; lungs
normal ; heart, small, 8t oz., considerable fatty degeneration,-
a small quantity of blood in both ventricles ; valves healthy.-
Abdominal viscera : Stomach contained a small quantity of
semi-digested food ; intestines normal; liver, 39 oz.,
normal ; kidneys, left, 51 oz., normal, right, 51 oz., cystic ; -,
bladder adherent to the abdominal wall, thickened, and
fibrosed, containing 14 stones varying from the size of that
of a pea to a pigeon’s egg. The mucous membrane was
ulcerated in patches. Brain : Normal.
Why did this man die ? There was nothing in his
physical condition or surroundings to account for-
sudden death. The cause was presumably mental.
Was it fear ? I see no evidence of it. He had previously
expressed a wish to die and had threatened suicide.
Nor is this surprising seeing the condition of his bladder.
Apparently he decided to kill himself by hanging and,
kneeling down, he placed his head in the looped
handkerchief.
I suggest that, with his limited medical knowledge,.
he thought that, in the words of Mercutio, this was
enough, "’t would serve," and that this thought, plus-
a damaged heart and the will to die, was the decisive-
factor in causing his death. Perhaps some of your-
readers may think of other causes.
I T :un. Sir_ yours faithful] v.
London, N., July 30th, 1922. HENRY BIRD.
THE INTESTINAL FLORA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I welcome Dr. W. R. Logan’s criticism in
your issue of July 29th, as it gives me an opportunity-
of elaborating a point wliich may be useful. I can
assure Dr. Logan that I had not overlooked any of the
data to which he referred as the basis of his criticism.
I do not profess to be a bacteriologist, although
I am very keenly interested in the application of simple
bacteriological methods to the diagnosis and treat-
ment of the many chronic diseases met with in every-
day practice, whose aetiology is obscure and for which,
our present treatment is ineffective. In the course-
of this inquiry I ascertained the facts which formed
the basis of my communication. Before publication I
fully realised the advisability of ascertaining the
opinion of some expert bacteriologists on the general
findings and conclusions which I had drawn from my
observations. To this end I have in the course of
the past six months invited the interest and opinion
of some bacteriologists, several of whom rank as the-
most distinguished exponents of bacteriology in this-
country. All of these had the opportunity of seeing,
the films on which the conclusions were based, and
all with one exception repeated the observations by
the use of the new medium supplied to them. In
conversation with them I further had the opportunity
of confirming the impressions I had formed as to the
